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received broad bipartisan support in Con-
gress. In particular, I would like to thank
Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Hatch, Ranking Member Leahy, and Sen-
ators Kyl, Bennett, and Dodd for their efforts
in ensuring prompt consideration of this im-
portant issue. It is truly an example of how
we can put aside our differences to create
vital legislation that is in the public interest.

Proclamation 7125—To Modify
Certain Provisions of the Special
Textile and Apparel Regime
Implemented Under the North
American Free Trade Agreement
September 18, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. On December 17, 1992, the Govern-

ments of Canada, Mexico, and the United
States entered into the North American Free
Trade Agreement (‘‘the NAFTA’’). The
NAFTA was approved by the Congress in
section 101(a) of the North American Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act (‘‘the
NAFTA Implementation Act’’) (19 U.S.C.
3311(a)), and was implemented with respect
to the United States by Presidential Procla-
mation 6641 of December 15, 1993.

2. Section 201(b)(1)(A) of the NAFTA Im-
plementation Act (19 U.S.C. 3331(b)(1)(A))
authorizes the President to proclaim such
modifications or continuation of any duty as
the President determines to be necessary or
appropriate to maintain the general level of
reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions with respect to Canada or Mexico
provided for by the NAFTA, subject to the
consultation and layover requirements of sec-
tion 103(a) of the NAFTA Implementation
Act (19 U.S.C. 3313(a)). Among the provi-
sions previously proclaimed to implement
the NAFTA schedule of concessions is head-
ing 9802.00.90 of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (‘‘HTS’’),
which affords duty-free entry into the United
States of certain textile and apparel goods as-
sembled in Mexico, in which all fabric com-
ponents were wholly formed and cut in the

United States and then exported to Mexico
ready for assembly and there assembled and
returned to the U.S. customs territory.

3. In order to maintain the general level
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions under the NAFTA, I have deter-
mined that new provisions should be added
to chapter 99 of the HTS to provide that
specified apparel articles, which are assem-
bled in Mexico using interlining fabrics that
are cut but not formed in the United States,
and which otherwise meet the conditions set
forth in HTS heading 9802.00.90, may enter
the United States free of duty on a temporary
basis because the necessary interlining fab-
rics for such apparel are no longer formed
in the United States. The consultation and
layover requirements provided for in section
103(a) of the NAFTA Implementation Act
have been observed.

4. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974,
as amended (19 U.S.C. 2483) (‘‘Trade Act’’),
authorizes the President to embody in the
HTS the substance of the relevant provisions
of that Act, and of other Acts affecting import
treatment and actions thereunder, including
the removal, modification, continuance, or
imposition of any rate of duty or other import
restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including, but not limited to, sections
103(a) and 201(b) of the NAFTA Implemen-
tation Act, section 604 of the Trade Act, and
section 301 of title 3, United States Code,
do proclaim that:

(1) Subchapter VI of chapter 99 of the
HTS is modified as provided in the Annex
to this proclamation.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive orders that are inconsist-
ent with the actions taken in this proclama-
tion are superseded to the extent of such in-
consistency.

(3)(a) The modifications to the HTS made
by this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to goods entered, or withdrawn from
warehouse for consumption, on or after the
fifteenth day after the signing of this procla-
mation.
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(b) At the close of the effective period
specified therefor in the Annex, HTS sub-
headings 9906.98.02 and 9906.98.03 shall
cease to apply to imported articles, except
that goods described in such subheadings
that were shipped and in transit on a through
bill of lading on such specified date shall be
eligible for the tariff treatment specified
therein as if entered on the last day of such
effective period. At the close of the day that
is one year from the close of the effective
period specified in such HTS subheadings,
U.S. note 28 to subchapter VI of chapter 99,
such subheadings and their immediately su-
perior text beginning with the word ‘‘Ap-
parel’’ shall all be deleted from the HTS.

(c) The United States Trade Representa-
tive is authorized, after obtaining advice from
the appropriate advisory committees estab-
lished under section 135 of the Trade Act
(19 U.S.C. 2155), to extend the effective pe-
riod of the new tariff provisions for one addi-
tional year, upon publication in the Federal
Register of a notice modifying the new HTS
subheadings accordingly.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 21, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 22.

Proclamation 7126—National Farm
Safety and Health Week, 1998
September 18, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America’s agricultural industry plays an

important role in our Nation’s economy. It
provides us with an ample supply of high-
quality food and fiber and a rewarding form
of employment for millions of Americans.
However, farming and ranching remain

among our Nation’s most dangerous occupa-
tions, demanding an understanding of com-
plex agricultural equipment, strict attention
to detail, and careful performance of farm
and ranch work.

Among the most hazardous duties on
farms and ranches is the operation of farm
tractors and machinery. This work is even
more dangerous with extra riders, and all
farm equipment operators should avoid car-
rying people on their machinery who are not
necessary to their work. Using tractors and
machinery can be especially dangerous dur-
ing planting and harvesting seasons, when
farmers and ranchers must use public high-
ways to gain access to production fields or
to bring the harvested crop to market. Dur-
ing these times, all vehicle and equipment
operators must exercise special caution on
our roadways.

After school, during the summer, and
other times of the year when children have
more unsupervised time, can be very hazard-
ous to our next generation of farmers and
ranchers. Since many agricultural operations
are family-oriented, this work can bring
younger family members into contact with
the mechanical, chemical, and environmental
hazards their more knowledgeable parents
and older siblings face daily with appropriate
caution. Adults should strive to set good ex-
amples for younger, inexperienced workers
and always carefully monitor children’s ac-
tivities.

Because of the environment they work in,
agricultural workers also face serious health
concerns. Noisy equipment and inadequate
hearing protection frequently cause perma-
nent hearing loss among farm and ranch em-
ployees, and skin cancer rates among agricul-
tural workers are exceedingly high, due to
long exposure to the sun and chemicals. In
every farm environment, workers need to use
protective gear to avoid health and safety
hazards. This is not only for their personal
benefit—it also sends the right message to
the young people who are the future agricul-
tural workers of our Nation.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 20
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